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The Ministry in Ephesus
Acts 18:23b –19:10
Introduction:

I. The Kind of Workers We Need – 18:24-28

A. Experienced Workers – (Paul) – 18:23b
“he departed and went over the region of ﻿﻿Galatia and Phrygia ﻿﻿in order, ﻿﻿strengthening all the disciples.”

1. He remembers the older (in the faith) believers 
a. He had worked with them.
The beginning of the third missionary trip overlapped the first and second trip: He went through Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and Antioch (in Pisidia)
b. He had led many of them to the Lord.

He was their first contact with the salvation. He was persecuted in each place but left a legacy of the Gospel there.
c. They trusted him.
It was obvious that, unlike the Judaizers, he was not trying to make a name for himself. He was preaching the name of Jesus. 

2. He respects the older (in the faith) believers too much to keep preaching the gospel to them.
a. He ministered the Word to them.
Remember, these were the Galatians. He preached:
All teachers should be tested - 1-2
Watch out for the Judaizers - 1:11-12
All truth should be tested - 3-4
Watch out for the false gospel - 4:30-31
All testimony should be tested - 5-6
Watch out for the deeds of the flesh - 5:19-21
b. He strengthened them.
Again, his source is the Word. As Peter writes in II Peter 1:5-7
“His ﻿﻿divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him… giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue ﻿﻿knowledge, ﻿to knowledge self-control, to self-control ﻿﻿perseverance, to perseverance godliness, ﻿to godliness brotherly kindness, and ﻿﻿to brotherly kindness love.”
This trip of 1500 miles is expressed by Luke in ½ of a verse. During this time, 

B. The New Worker – (Apollos) – 18:24-28
The cultivation of Ephesus had begun: Paul was there at the end of his second trip. Priscilla and Aquila decided to take up residence there. Now comes Apollos, a Jew from Alexandria, Egypt.

1. A man of gifts – 18:24
“Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus.”
He was λόγιος, eloquent or learned man. He came from the center of learning, Alexandria. Their library ultimately became 700,000 volumes. There was a large Jewish population there. It was there that the Hebrew O.T. was translated into Greek, called the Septuagint - LXX. 

2. A man of God – 18:25

“This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being ﻿﻿fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, ﻿﻿though he knew only the baptism of John. 

Being instructed is not enough. What he knew he taught: fervently and accurately, but alas, only partially.
He had heard the message of John the Baptist, only. He apparently did not know that Jesus, the One of Whom John taught, had come, died and rose again.
That message was true and was a good basis for the rest of the message to be taught by himself, Priscilla/Aquila and, later, Paul.
Was Apollos a believer? -- Not in the N. T. sense. He was an O.T. believer, looking forward to the Messiah Whom John prophesied would come.
3. A man of grace – 18:26
So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.
He was educated, eloquent, etc., but he allowed 2 tentmakers to teach him. That’s a gracious attitude. He listened and learned about Jesus. He then became a N.T. believer.

There is no mention of his being baptized since that was not the problem that had been detected by P. and A.
4. A man of guidance – 18:27
“And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, ﻿﻿he greatly helped those who had believed through grace; 

He was having success in Ephesus, but he was willing to go to Corinth, apparently at the leading of the Lord. The believers at Ephesus gave him a letter of recommendation.
5. A man of greatness – 18:28

“for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, ﻿﻿showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 

He now has a more up-to-date message, not the Messiah is coming, but He has come, died, was buried and rose again according to the Scriptures.
He was so much appreciated, that through no fault of his own, there came to be an Apollos party in Corinth - I Cor. 1:12
Paul had already planted seeds of the gospel, Apollos watered them and God gave the increase - I Cor. 3.
II. The Kind of Ministry We Need – 19:1-10
A. To Those Who Are Like Us – 19:1-9
1. To the followers of John – 19:1-7

a. A Spiritual Enlightenment – 19:1-3
“And it happened, while ﻿﻿Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through ﻿﻿the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, ﻿﻿“We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, ﻿﻿“Into John’s baptism.” 


Verse 1 Luke, by the Holy Spirit, calls them “believers”.


Verse 2 Paul says that they have believed.
                       Literally: “Having believed, did you receive the Holy Spirit?”
He had learned that they had believed, maybe by asking He had also learned, in some way, that they did not have the Holy Spirit.


They said,﻿ “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 

Question #1 Did they mean that: they did not know anything about any H.S.?
· The O.T. taught about the Holy Spirit.
· John taught about the Holy Spirit.
So, that is not likely.

A more accurate translation: We have not heard that the Holy Spirit is [given] or ‘has been given’

Note: John 7:39 -- “for the ﻿﻿Holy Spirit was not yet [given] because Jesus was not yet ﻿﻿glorified.
Verse 3﻿﻿ - “And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, ﻿﻿“Into John’s baptism.” 

Apparent order of events:
1. They had heard John preach the baptism of repentance and were baptized.
2. They heard Jesus teaching and believed on Him.
3. The they left Palestine before the day of Pentecost.

So, they did not know that the Holy Spirit had come.

b. A Spontaneous Acceptance – 19:4-5
“Then Paul said, ﻿﻿“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 

As soon as Paul showed them that they needed to be baptized in the name of Jesus, they were baptized. Paul laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. Being baptized in Jesus name was only for the Jews of Palestine.

Acts 2:37-38 they believed in v. 37 and were baptized for the forgiveness of sins in v. 38 in Jesus name. Then they received the Holy Spirit. (See Acts sermon #4)
Acts 8 – Samaria - The converts of Philip received the Holy Spirit only after baptism and after the Apostles, Peter and John came and laid hands on them. (See sermon #12)
Paul is another case in point: We will see that in chapter 22:16ff.
c. A Special Confirmation – 19:6-7
They spoke with tongues, indicating that this was indeed the same Holy Spirit and that they were a part of the same Church as the other three groups. [Look at the chart in your bulletin.]
2. To the followers of Judaism – 19:8-9a
a. The Truth Discussed – 19:8
“And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading ﻿﻿concerning the things of the kingdom of God.” 

The kingdom had been promised to the nation 2000 years earlier through Abraham. Gen. 12, 15,17, 22.
This was one of their favorite topics of Scripture. How do they end the Passover today? “Next year in Jerusalem”.
b. The Truth Denied – 19:9a

“But ﻿﻿when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil ﻿﻿of the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples,”
All Israel was looking and longing for the Kingdom. But when news of its arrival was announced, they did not believe and spoke evil of the Way.
B. To those who are not like us – 19:9b-10
1. The Place of Ministry – 19:9b

“reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.”
2. The Parameters of the Ministry – 19:10
“And ﻿﻿this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.”
